1
“J’Accuse’

Treason Trial Made in Ethiopia: A 21* Century Version of
the Apartheid Era Trials

By Dadimos Haile
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Testimony before the Joint Meeting of the Committee on Development and Sub
Committee on Human Rights of the European Parliament

5 June 2007

Human Rights and Democratisation in Ethiopia, Two years after the May 15
Elections

Dadimos Haile, (LL.B, LL.M, S.J.D), Scholar in Residence, Institute for Development
Policy and Management, University of Antwerp

, " +)8 + = , e
0 0
) 6 " 6
% % )
8 2 # 9 o " Y "+ )5
" " + ) %)
8 ( "
#
) 6 0
+ )5 +) _ (0 + )90 + = + )
+ + " )
6 "
)* . T+ W) * 0
C - + F #
6 4



( # 9 +
) 9
- # H /# 0
) = 6 +)9 1 *
) -
0 0
)
6 #
# ( )*
) 6/
) - 0
( )- 6 b
6
0 : )
Parallels with the South African Treason Trials
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1 ) * 'We, the people of South Africa,

declare for all our country and the world to know: That South Africa belongs to all
who live in it, black and white, and that no government can justly claim authority
unless it is based on the will of all the people.’ *
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) 6 LThe purpose of the
struggle shall not be state power. The purpose of this struggle is to build a lasting
democratic political order. Its short term objective is to persuade the EPRDF to
accept the eight pre-conditions put forth by CUDP" * HThe
spirit of the struggle is to show that public office should only be assumed with the
consent of the people and a government who rejects this and seeks to rule by force
will not obtain the co-operation of the people, and if it does not obtain such

cooperation it cannot govern the people.B & ! < "<t
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The parallels end here

Honourable Chairs, members of the European Parliament,
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The preposterous charges, “evidence” and judicial analysis
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- conspiracy and attempt to overthrow the constitutional
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of the defensive power of the state
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Conclusion

Honorable Chairs, Members of the European Parliament,
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