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CIVICUS

Activists urge release of Ethiopian civil society leaders

International Day of Solidarity

28 June 2007
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“These two gentlemen are peaceful anti-poverty activists who have been struggling for the betterment of
their country. But rather than celebrating their courageous work, their government has imprisoned them and
accused them of treason,” said Kumi Naidoo, secretary general of CIVICUS' “The show of solidarity from
around the globe is to give hope to Daniel and Netsanet and will remind the Ethiopian authorities that the
world is watching this trial with keen interest.”
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"Anti-poverty and MDG campaigners across the world are deeply concerned about the detention of
their peaceful fellow campaigners Daniel and Netsanet in Ethiopia”, said Salil Shetty, Director of the
United Nations Millennium Campaign. “Their immediate release will help the cause of the poorest
people in Ethiopia which is the singular objective of the Ethiopian MDG campaign.
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1 ? D ' (at the CIVICUS World Assembly may 2007 in Glasgow)
Petitioning for immediate release of Daniel Bekele and Netsanet Demissie

--Note for editors—
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For more info on CIVICUS www.civicus.org : For more info on EHAHRD-Net
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